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Are your travel expenses nses free of i |mproper spending?
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Please make sure to follow the rules of your |nst|tution when using your travel budget, and to
request payment based on the actual travel details. Documentation to support the fact of
travel is important to protect yourself from suspicion of fraud. Please consult with those in
charge when any unforeseen change is made to your travel plan.

HhSHE

Fictitious trips

kI8 LSk

Bill padding

\-\

=) I.‘ﬂ'%
Retrieval of
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This refers to the practice of claiming
travel expenses even though there is no
fact of business trip. It is also considered
as a fictitious business trip if you travel
primarily for sightseeing while claiming
expenses for the trip on the premise that
it is for research purpose.

This refers to the practice of claiming a
sum of travel expenses that is bigger than
the actual cost of the trip.In case you short-
en the duration of a business trip, it is con-
sidered a bill padding if you receive the
original amount planned before the sched-
ule change and don't return the difference.

This refers to the practice of collecting the
money paid out as travel expenses to a third
party involved in the research. Not a small
number of cases, for instance where
researchers claim expenses pretending a
student was with them on a research trip
and then collect the paid out amount in cash,
have a negative impact on students.
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Actual case of fraud >

Travel expenses for research surveys and participation in academic conferences require particular attention when claim-
ing, since researchers often have such occasions and pay for the expenses out of pocket. The following is a case where
fraud concerning travel expenses was committed against multiple institutions simultaneously. Associate Professor A was
actively engaged in research activities, frequently traveling to research institutions in different areas, in order to obtain a
professorship by accumulating research achievements. Since each of these business trips involved multiple institutions,
he could choose where to claim the travel expenses depending on the situation. Nevertheless, Associate Professor A
repeatedly invoiced his travel expenses to both his university and the institution where he was visiting. This is what is
called double billing. At that time, however, he did not use the money he fraudulently received in any way, nor did he
seemingly have any plan to use it. Then, what caused the double billing? It was his wrong assumption. Associate
Professor A believed that leaving a part of his research funds unused would negatively impact the prospect of his obtain-
ing research funds in the future. Therefore, he tried hard to consume all the research funds granted to him. The result
was the double billing for travel expenses. The university office eventually found out about this fraud and dismissed
Associate Professor A. Since he received many research grants, he should have had many opportunities to learn the
rules of research funds. However, as he was obsessed with accumulating achievements and received more than
enough research funds, he might have forgotten the important rules and turned to excessive budget spending. "No lies
are allowed when it comes to research” - we hope you always keep this principle in mind as you work on your research.
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