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Supplement

The thought of NISHIDA started from “pure experience or immediate experience” in his ‘A
Study of Good'. That experience means an undivided situation of one’s subject and its object.
And he says, “There is no reality other than one’s pure experience”. He uses a word “intellec-
tual Anschauung”, that is intellectual intuition as a higher or deeper situation of pure experi-
ence. About the function of this intuition, he says, “A true intellectual intuition is a unifying ac-
tion itself on this pure experience, and it is also to grasp life activity”. In relation to this intui-
tion, he quotes names of Spinoza and Platon. But there is no explanation on any relation of his
viewpoint to Spinoza’s intuition. However 1 would like to say, there are some resemblances be-
tween NISHIDA and Spinoza. About Spinoza we have a matter of “unity of idea-ideatum” and I
think, we can treat also Spinoza’s intuition as a intuition of life of object.

TANABE treats the unity of life activity as a unity of dialectical form of the finite and the in-
finite.

One of the japanese interpreters of Spinoza, ISHIZAW A treats Spinoza’s “conatus” as the u-
nited point of the finite and the infinite.

Stritly speaking, NISHITANI is no pro-Spinozist. For he has made his way through Nihilism
of Nieztsche and Heidegger. But his theory of immanence has slso a certain resemblance to Spi-
noza's theory. Let us see the first paragraph of the following sentences.

“By the ‘self-awareness of reality’ | mean both our becoming aware of reality and, at the same

time, the reality realizing itself in our awareness....The question that asks about reality must

itself become something that belongs to reality” (‘Religion and Nothingness’ p.5).

Coming into question, “What is this reality?”, japanese philosophers, especially NISHITANI,
regards this as emptiness (ZE ki) . He derives from this point of view non-duality of self and
others. I think, this is fust a fundamental differrence between Spinoza and these japanese philos-

ophers.
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