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Covert Expectation Structure in Chinese and Its Syntactic Influence:

on Verb-resultative Construction and Its Related Syntactic Phenomenon
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This paper, from the standpoint of typology and primarily through the comparison
of Chinese and Japanese, examines the idea of “intentionality” and “covert
expectation” in Chinese, defines the “expectational construction” in Chinese, and also
proposes two grammatical categories named “do-status” and “become-status”.
Moreover, the study demonstrates the crucial function of “covert expectation” in
Chinese grammar by analyzing the verb-resultative construction and its related
“mirror structure”, the resultative-cancellation construction, the imbalance found in

potential expressions, and also the excess-resultative construction.
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